PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICALITY
into politics. My former meetings with him did not entirely wipe out that impression. Otherwise I should not have divided the prearranged series of conversations mainly into philosophical categories and prepared metaphysical questions which are foreign to my own mental bent and in which I had wished to hold this thinker to a slow autobiographical unfolding of his thought. Moreover, this was the first time in my conversations with a statesman that I had to be afraid of his all-round erudition, in which I might at any time get badly stuck. My previous experiences with men holding political power were quite otherwise; for it was they who fought shy of the erudition problem and thus I felt that the advantages or disadvantages on either side balanced one another.
In certain forms of biographical portraiture it is best to commence with particulars and gradually come to the general features. Therefore I began with the peculiarity which marks off his career from that of all the other men of our time; namely, that during his whole career he has been creative both as Thinker and Man of Action.
"Among your published avowals," I said, "there are very diverse confessions as to what you hold
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